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SCRIPTURE:   Luke 2:7-16





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased.”  (Luke 2:14)





MEDITATION:  Let us think of the words of the angels’ song, and find a richer meaning in the familiar words, “Peace on earth.” There is a peace that each one of us can find our own heart, a peace that the world cannot give and cannot take away. This we can all strive to attain. Then, we must also seek for peace with our friends and neighbors and those around us. This also is the teaching of Christ: “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye also love one another.” Beyond this, we must also hope and pray for peace among the nations of the world. Peace will come when the teaching of Christ is known and practiced throughout the earth.





(Light the first and second purple candle for ‘Peace’)





PRAYER:  Thank you, God, for the good news the angels proclaimed when He was born. May that song echo in our own hearts this day and always. Amen.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  When Love is held in first place, there will not be hate.








SCRIPTURE:   Luke 1:28; 31, 34-37





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Now may the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  (Romans 15:18)





MEDITATION:  The spirit of Christmas is joy, great joy! The spirit of Christmas is peace, goodwill; the spirit of Christmas is love, God’s love! The spirit of Christmas is Jesus!


	God so loved the world that He gave His Son so dear, and angels brought the message loud and clear: “Glory be to God and to the earth be peace, goodwill henceforth begin and never cease!”


	The spirit of Christmas is joy, great joy! The spirit of Christmas is peace, goodwill; the spirit of Christmas is love, God’s love! The spirit of Christmas is Jesus!


	The spirit of Christmas is joy, great joy! The spirit of Christmas is peace, goodwill; the spirit of Christmas is love, God’s love! The spirit of Christmas, the reason for Christmas, the spirit of Christmas is Jesus!





(Light the first two purple candles and the pink candle for ‘Joy’)





PRAYER:  We thank you Lord, for the hope that we have received in order for us to have eternal life.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  May the hope given to us shine through our lives so others may receive the same.








SCRIPTURE:   Luke 1:28; 31, 34-37





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Now may the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  (Romans 15:18)





MEDITATION:  The spirit of Christmas is joy, great joy! The spirit of Christmas is peace, goodwill; the spirit of Christmas is love, God’s love! The spirit of Christmas is Jesus!


	God so loved the world that He gave His Son so dear, and angels brought the message loud and clear: “Glory be to God and to the earth be peace, goodwill henceforth begin and never cease!”


	The spirit of Christmas is joy, great joy! The spirit of Christmas is peace, goodwill; the spirit of Christmas is love, God’s love! The spirit of Christmas is Jesus!


	The spirit of Christmas is joy, great joy! The spirit of Christmas is peace, goodwill; the spirit of Christmas is love, God’s love! The spirit of Christmas, the reason for Christmas, the spirit of Christmas is Jesus!





(Light the first two purple candles and the pink candle for ‘Joy’)





PRAYER:  We thank you Lord, for the hope that we have received in order for us to have eternal life.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  May the hope given to us shine through our lives so others may receive the same.








SCRIPTURE:   1 John 4:7-21





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “This is love, not that we loved God but that He loves us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  (1 John 4:10)





MEDITATION:  Most Advent and Christmas messages are based on the nativity in Luke or Matthew but the fact of Christmas is found throughout the Bible.


	John, the beloved disciple, in his Gospel describes the birth of Christ as “The Word made flesh and dwelt among us.” Here in his first epistle he writes: “This is love not that we loved God but that He loves us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:10)


	In all his writings John stressed the love of God. We all know John 3:16: “For God so loved the world...” I like to think of that in the negative--if God didn’t love us, He wouldn’t have sent us Jesus!


	Jesus wanted His disciples to reflect God’s love. It was said of the believers, “How they love one another!” The love of God points us back to Christmas and the birth of Jesus.





As the hymn writer has written:





	When love was born so long ago, God sent a Child to earth below.


	To us He came, humble and poor, So innocent, sinless and pure.


	And in that birth of God’s own Son, A work of love was there begun.


	He came to us that we might find, Peace on earth for all mankind.





(Light the first three candles and the last purple candle for ‘Love’)





PRAYER:  O Lord, may Christ live within us this day and this season that we may show forth Your love to all around us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  God’s love makes all the difference in the world!








SCRIPTURE:   John 1:10-14





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.”  (John 1:12)





MEDITATION:  There was a babe born in a manger about 2000 years ago. And celebrating Christmas, or the “Christ Mass”, is a memorial to the event. It is a church service which recognizes the birth of Christ. Certainly when the “Christ Mass” was first celebrated they did not know, any more than we do, what the exact month, day, or year it was. But it doesn’t really matter, does it?





What really matters is that Jesus, the Son of God, came into our presence with an earth-shattering message. God loves us and has provided a way for us to have a personal relationship with Him. We have the opportunity to accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, and to be Sons of God and co-heirs with Christ. All of our sins, great and small, will be forgiven. Now that’s what really matters!





Generally, we think of the events of Easter and the cross as being the means of our forgiveness and our salvation. However, the way Christ came to earth, and the role his birth plays in the whole scheme of things is equally important. If he had not been born as a human, how could His death on the cross be meaningful? If He had come to us in the fullness of the Godhead, how could we stand in his presence? Would our acceptance of Him as Savior be voluntary? Would our expressions of love be genuine and of our own free will?





Thank God, for sending His Son as a babe in a manger, and thank Him for inviting for us to become as little children as well.





(Light all the candles)





PRAYER:  Thank you Lord, for the Babe born in a manger. May we follow Him all the way to the cross and beyond.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Thank God, he has invited us all to become His children; sons and daughters of the most holy and loving God.








SCRIPTURE:   Luke 2:7-16





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased.”  (Luke 2:14)





MEDITATION:  Let us think of the words of the angels’ song, and find a richer meaning in the familiar words, “Peace on earth.” There is a peace that each one of us can find our own heart, a peace that the world cannot give and cannot take away. This we can all strive to attain. Then, we must also seek for peace with our friends and neighbors and those around us. This also is the teaching of Christ: “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye also love one another.” Beyond this, we must also hope and pray for peace among the nations of the world. Peace will come when the teaching of Christ is known and practiced throughout the earth.





(Light the first and second purple candle for ‘Peace’)





PRAYER:  Thank you, God, for the good news the angels proclaimed when He was born. May that song echo in our own hearts this day and always. Amen.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  When Love is held in first place, there will not be hate.








SCRIPTURE:   Romans 5:1-5





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Now may the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  (Romans 15:18)





MEDITATION:  Acceptance of things past, acceptance of the conditions presently in our lives that we cannot change, helps bring relief. If we have trust and hope in God there will be the sense of peacefulness we so often, and frantically, seek.





With God, each day is a new beginning. Each day offers us the chance to look ahead with hope. The power of the Holy Spirit is ever with us. When we falter and grow anxious, or when a situation turns sour, we can look to the Holy Spirit for guidance and consolation and find the courage and confidence for doing what needs done.





The Holy Spirit and the power he brings to us is ours through our acceptance of Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Is is any wonder that we Christians have a hope for tomorrow that the world cannot know.





(Light the first purple candle for ‘Hope’)





PRAYER:  Lord, fill our hearts with a hope that is sure and make us more Christlike as we trust Thee. Amen.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Happy is the person who has a hope that is as solid as the “Rock”.








SCRIPTURE:   Romans 5:1-5





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Now may the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  (Romans 15:18)





MEDITATION:  Acceptance of things past, acceptance of the conditions presently in our lives that we cannot change, helps bring relief. If we have trust and hope in God there will be the sense of peacefulness we so often, and frantically, seek.





With God, each day is a new beginning. Each day offers us the chance to look ahead with hope. The power of the Holy Spirit is ever with us. When we falter and grow anxious, or when a situation turns sour, we can look to the Holy Spirit for guidance and consolation and find the courage and confidence for doing what needs done.





The Holy Spirit and the power he brings to us is ours through our acceptance of Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Is is any wonder that we Christians have a hope for tomorrow that the world cannot know.





(Light the first purple candle for ‘Hope’)





PRAYER:  Lord, fill our hearts with a hope that is sure and make us more Christlike as we trust Thee. Amen.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Happy is the person who has a hope that is as solid as the “Rock”.








SCRIPTURE:   1 John 4:7-21





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “This is love, not that we loved God but that He loves us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  (1 John 4:10)





MEDITATION:  Most Advent and Christmas messages are based on the nativity in Luke or Matthew but the fact of Christmas is found throughout the Bible.


	John, the beloved disciple, in his Gospel describes the birth of Christ as “The Word made flesh and dwelt among us.” Here in his first epistle he writes: “This is love not that we loved God but that He loves us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:10)


	In all his writings John stressed the love of God. We all know John 3:16: “For God so loved the world...” I like to think of that in the negative--if God didn’t love us, He wouldn’t have sent us Jesus!


	Jesus wanted His disciples to reflect God’s love. It was said of the believers, “How they love one another!” The love of God points us back to Christmas and the birth of Jesus.





As the hymn writer has written:





	When love was born so long ago, God sent a Child to earth below.


	To us He came, humble and poor, So innocent, sinless and pure.


	And in that birth of God’s own Son, A work of love was there begun.


	He came to us that we might find, Peace on earth for all mankind.





(Light the first three candles and the last purple candle for ‘Love’)





PRAYER:  O Lord, may Christ live within us this day and this season that we may show forth Your love to all around us. In Jesus’ name. Amen.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  God’s love makes all the difference in the world!








SCRIPTURE:   John 1:10-14





VERSE FOR THE DAY:  “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.”  (John 1:12)





MEDITATION:  There was a babe born in a manger about 2000 years ago. And celebrating Christmas, or the “Christ Mass”, is a memorial to the event. It is a church service which recognizes the birth of Christ. Certainly when the “Christ Mass” was first celebrated they did not know, any more than we do, what the exact month, day, or year it was. But it doesn’t really matter, does it?





What really matters is that Jesus, the Son of God, came into our presence with an earth-shattering message. God loves us and has provided a way for us to have a personal relationship with Him. We have the opportunity to accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, and to be Sons of God and co-heirs with Christ. All of our sins, great and small, will be forgiven. Now that’s what really matters!





Generally, we think of the events of Easter and the cross as being the means of our forgiveness and our salvation. However, the way Christ came to earth, and the role his birth plays in the whole scheme of things is equally important. If he had not been born as a human, how could His death on the cross be meaningful? If He had come to us in the fullness of the Godhead, how could we stand in his presence? Would our acceptance of Him as Savior be voluntary? Would our expressions of love be genuine and of our own free will?





Thank God, for sending His Son as a babe in a manger, and thank Him for inviting for us to become as little children as well.





(Light all the candles)





PRAYER:  Thank you Lord, for the Babe born in a manger. May we follow Him all the way to the cross and beyond.





THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  Thank God, he has invited us all to become His children; sons and daughters of the most holy and loving God.












