
Dear Pastors, Treasurers, Board Chairs and Moderators:

Christmas is a time for new beginnings. Not only is the first Sunday of Advent considered to be the beginning of the new church year, but the birth of that baby in Bethlehem marks the beginning of God’s rescue mission to save the world. We as a regional church are also experiencing new beginnings this Christmas season with our regional minister, Bill Allen, the work of the Search Committee to call our next regional minister, the Transformation Team’s work on visioning and listening for God’s will, as well as all of the challenging financial decisions which our Finance Committee, Executive Committee and Regional Board have been working on. In addition, there is clearly a new beginning to our camping and youth ministries as our youth bring enthusiasm and spiritual depth to our discernment about regional ministry. Our new congregations, along with the new ministries of our established congregations are bringing excitement and energy to the whole regional church. Truly we are in a season of new beginnings in the Christian Church in Pennsylvania!

Your congregation should have received a promotional packet from the Regional Office containing posters, Advent candlelight services, Good News stories, and the “Not-So-Trivial-Pursuit” quizzes. You will find below some downloadable res[image: image1.png]OUR
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ources for you to customize to your congregation:
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Good News Stories from five different congregations in our region which can be used as Minutes for Mission in worship, bulletin inserts, or newsletter articles. Our thanks goes to Rev. David Morris for collecting these stories, which will help us connect to each other across the vast geography of our region. In fact, we have received so many stories, that you will continue to receive electronically one a week in the new year! 

Click here to download Good News stories (Word)
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Advent candle-lighting resources (adapted from the East Side Christian Church Advent booklets) Click here to download Advent Candlelighting resources (Word)


A “Not-So-Trivial Pursuit” question and answer game created by Lisa Buday, which you can use as a Minute for Mission or in Sunday School classes, youth group, DMF or DWM meetings. We’ve provided an easy answer key at the bottom of each sheet, but feel free to adapt them any way you wish. 

Click here to download Not-So-Trivial-Pursuit (Word)

Your congregation will receive a second packet from the region with a five minute DVD and a narrative budget for our 2010 year of ministry as a region.

PLEASE NOTE: In addition to the specific materials which you will receive from our regional church, you should have already received in the mail an information packet about the over-all mission of regions from the General Church. That packet should contain additional posters with the theme, “O Come All You Faithful” and offering envelopes. Feel free to use materials from either the regional or general church to promote your Christmas offering.
Our hope is that by getting these materials to you early, you will be able to plan now for your 2009 Christmas Special Day Offering to our regional church. Remember that approximately 17% of the region’s income comes from the annual Christmas offering. Our regional church is depending on you to promote this offering and send it to Treasury Services by January 7.

OUR NEW BEGINNINGS

Good News Stories

One of the most exciting parts of Our New Beginnings campaign is the collection and sharing of “Good News Stories” from each congregation. In order to build trust and to network tried and true ideas for ministry, the Stewardship Committee is committed to providing you with a Good News Story each Sunday well into the new year as we receive stories from each congregation. Stories can be sent to the Regional Office and should be no longer than one page in length so that we can fit them onto a bulletin insert format.  

Imagine a whole year of sharing stories of ministry with each other in 2010! Our hope is that these stories will help us feel more connected to each other as we celebrate the many ways the local church ministers in the name of Jesus to a hurting world. 

Enjoy and get your story in soon by emailing it to cjohns@padisciples.org, or mail it to the Regional Office at:

PO Box 90

Greensburg, PA 15601


